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1. GEN. ALAIN DE BOISSIEU, FRENCH GROUND FORCES CHIEF OF STAFF, 
CONCLUDED WEEK'S VISIT ETHIOPIA FEBRUARY 9 WEEKEND. HIS SOJOURN 
WAS BILLED AS RETURN VISIT VIEW IEMF GROUND FORCES COMMANDER S 
TRIP TO FRANCE LAST YEAR. DURING HIS STAY. DE BOISSIEU RECEIVED 
BY EMPEROR AND TOP LEVELS IEG AND MOD. PRESS COVERAGE ON VISIT 
BEING POUCHED. 

2. FRENCH AMBASSADOR IN RESPONSE DIRECT QUESTION TOLD POL 
COUNSELOR FEBRUARY 7 THAT ETHIOPIANS HAD REVIEWED WITH DE BOIS- 
SIEU IEMF RPT IEMF INTEREST IN PROCUREMENT CERTAIN FRENCH MILITARY 
EQUIPMENTS. GEN. DIRESSE HAD MENTIONED AMX-30 TANKS BUT, 
ACCORDING FRENCH AMBASSADOR, DE BOISSIEU HAD DISCOURAGED 
PROCUREMENT AMX-30, STATING THAT THESE TANKS NOT ADAPTED 
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DISCUSSION HAD SUBSEQUENTLY FOCUSED ON HELICOPTERS AND SS-11, 

IN WHICH ETHIOPIANS REPORTEDLY QUITE INTERESTED. FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR COMMENTED THAT ETHIOPIANS HAD PROCURED FRENCH 
CHOPPERS BEFORE AND SS-11 GOOD TANK KILLER AS WELL AS "DEFENSIVE 
WEAPON PAR EXCELLANCE." AMBASSADOR 
FELT FRENCH WOULD HAVE NO 

POLITICAL PROBLEM VIS-A-VIS SOMALIA IN SUPPLYING SS-1 1 SHOULD 
ETHIOPIANS MOVE TO PROCURE IT, GIVEN ITS "DEFENSIVE CHARACTER." 

ASKED HOW IEG LIKELY FINANCE ANY SUCH PROCUREMENT, AMBASSADOR 
STATED THAT BALANCE APPROXIMATELY 30 MILLION FRENCH FRANCS 
STILL AVAILABLE TO IEG FROM FRENCH CREDIT LINE PROVIDED YEARS 
AGO XC GENERAL DE GAULLE. HE SAID CATEGORICALLY THAT THERE 
HAD BEEN NO RPT NO DISCUSSION ANY NEW CREDITS. 

3. COMMENT: DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL (ADDIS 1354 OF 2/5/73) THAT 
IEG HAS PERIODICALLY DRAWN ON THIS CREDIT FOR MILITARY PRUCHASES 
OF FRENCH EQUIPMENT, NOTABLY PANHARDS. WHILE TERMS THIS CREDIT 

LINE TYPICALLY HARD IN FINANCIAL ENVIRONMENT OBTAINING WHEN IT 
WAS FIRST EXTENDED, THIS NO LONGER TRUE IN CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES. 
PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF THIS FACT AS WELL AS LONGSTANDING EXISTENCE 
THIS FRENCH FINANCIAL COMMITMENT; NEXUS OF INESCAPABLE CONVERGENT 
BILATERAL INTERESTS IN FTAI; AND FOLLOW-ON NATURE IEMF PROCUREMENT 
LIMITED RANGE OF FRENCH MATERIEL, EMBASSY ASSUMES THAT ADVERSE 
IMPACT (REFTEL) ON US MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM OF ANY SUCH 
ETHIOPIAN PROCUREMENT WOULD NOT PRT NOT OBTAIN SHOULD IEG RPT 
IEG EVENTUALLY DECIDE TO PURSUE THIS OPTION. ADAIR 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY PROCUREMENT, MILITARY EQUIPMENT, MILITARY VISITS, HELICOPTERS, TANKS (COMBAT VEHICLES) 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: rowelleO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974ADDIS01625 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: ADDIS ABABA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740243/aaaaboac.tel 

Line Count: 88 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: STATE 19589 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: rowelleO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 APR 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <27-Sep-2002 by rowelle0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GEN. ALAIN DE BOISSIEU VISIT: MILITARY PROCUREMENT DISCUSSIONS 
TAGS: PFOR, MASS, MCAP, ET, US, FR, (DE BOISSIEU, ALAIN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



